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March 17, 2020 
 
Dear St. Joseph Parishioners, 
 
 I trust that you are aware of and I hope have read Bishop Doherty’s statement about the 

suspension of the public celebra on of Mass. In addi on to associa ng myself totally with his remarks I 

want to add a few comments of my own. 

 First, I will celebrate Mass everyday from Monday‐Saturday at the me Mass would usually be 

scheduled and for the already scheduled inten ons. On Sundays I will celebrate Mass at 11:00 am for 

the parish. Although our communal Penance Service is cancelled and there will not be regularly 

scheduled confessions, I will be available for confessions and other appointments by request. As 

always, the best way to reach me is by telephoning 765‐482‐5558. 

 Secondly, I know it will be difficult for you to be unable to par cipate in the public celebra on 

of the Eucharist. It will also be very odd for me to celebrate Mass physically alone. Let me remind you 

that whenever we celebrate Mass we do so with “all the angels and the saints.” Although I will be 

physically alone, we are gathered as members of the Body of Christ. Let us remain united in prayer. 

 Third, prudence is a virtue. The extremes of prudence are hysteria and foolhardiness. Bishop 

Doherty along with other bishops are seeking to be prudent. Let us all avoid hysteria and foolhardiness. 

 Fourth, this crisis is a challenge to our faith. I cannot help but think of the survival of the 

Catholic Church in Japan without any public celebra ons over a period of approximately 250 years. It 

amazed Westerners when Japan was re‐opened to the rest of the world in 1853 that the Church had 

survived underground since approximately 1600. Over that period of me parents had taught children 

prayers and the catechism. This went on for many genera ons. I encourage all of us to imitate their 

heroic example. We will con nue to make resources available online to make this possible. I hope for 

less than 250 years. 

 Let me conclude for now by saying let us all pray for one another. Let us keep in mind the 

words of Jesus Christ “trust, not fear, is necessary.” (Mark 5:36) 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Rev. Richard Weisenberger 
Pastor 


