
Mass at St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Beginning May 30-31, 2020 

  
 
Beginning Pentecost, May 30-31, 2020, the Sunday Liturgies will be open to the public in the Diocese of 
Lafayette-in-Indiana. Those persons 65 and older and those with underlying medical conditions are 
urged not to attend any liturgies or sacraments at this time. Those who are symptomatic or have tested 
positive for Covid-19 should not attend Mass. The dispensation from the obligation of the faithful to 
attend Sunday Mass remains in effect until August 15, 2020.   
 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

• As noted above, those persons 65 and older and those with underlying medical conditions are 
urged not to attend any liturgies or sacraments at this time. However, we know that some will be 
present. Most of these parishioners will probably attend Mass on Saturday at 4:30 pm. If you are 
not a member of this group, please avoid the Saturday 4:30 pm Mass.   

• The rosary will not be prayed on Saturday prior to the 4:30 pm Mass until further notice. All are 
welcome to pray the rosary virtually with others each evening at 7:00 pm. 

• All items have been removed from the pews (books, envelopes, pencils, Kleenex).  
• There will be no confessions the weekend of May 30-31, 2020. Confessions will be heard prior to 

the 4:30 pm Mass beginning Saturday, June 6, 2020. 
• Parishioners are strongly encouraged to sanitize their hands before entering and upon leaving the 

building. Given the supply shortage of hand sanitizer we encourage parishioners to bring and use 
their own supply of sanitizer.  

 
 

BEFORE YOU ARRIVE 
1. Wash your hands. 
2. For those age 2 and older, please bring a face mask. You will not be allowed into church without 

wearing a face mask. 
3. Bring your own hand sanitizer that can be used before receiving Holy Communion. 
4. Do not bring items that contain bleach into the church as this will damage the pews. 
5. If you would like to follow along with the Mass readings and prayers, you are welcome to: 

a. bring printed copies of the readings and prayers (usccb.org),  
b. bring your Magnificat, 
c. use an app on your mobile device (Laudate, Magnificat, to name a couple). 

6. The cry room will be locked during Mass and therefore unavailable. 
  
 
MASS ARRIVAL PROCEDURES 

1. Masks (for age 2 and older) should be worn as soon as you exit your vehicle. If you do not have a 
mask, one will be available for you as you enter the church. You will not be allowed into the church 
without wearing a mask. (Please refer to Matthew 22:1-13) 

2. The outside doors of the church under the bell tower will open 30 minutes prior to the start of 
Mass. All other doors will remain locked. 

3. Please enter the church immediately and find a seat in one of the available pews that are not 
blocked off.  

4. Every other pew will be unavailable for seating. This may mean your “normal” seat is unavailable. 
5. You may be sharing a pew with another household, but 6 feet social distancing is required 

between households. 
6. There will be no seating in the choir loft or cry room. 
7. The holy water fonts will remain empty. 

   

OVER 



 
 
MASS PROCEDURES 

1. Mass will be conducted with reduced lay ministers. There will be no altar servers, cantor, or choir. 
2. There will be one Reader at each Mass. 
3. Please keep your face mask on for the duration of Mass. 
4. There will be no entrance or exit Procession or Presentation of Gifts. 
5. There is to be no physical contact between households at the Sign of Peace or hand holding during 

the Lord’s Prayer. 
6. Baskets will not be passed during the offertory. You may place your weekly gift in a basket as you 

exit the church. Online Giving is also available through the parish website, www.stjoeleb.org. 
 

 
COMMUNION PROCEDURES 

1. Communion will take place after Mass (following the Final Blessing).  
2. Communion will be distributed by Fr. Weisenberger only. 
3. Communion will not be offered on the tongue until further notice.  
4. The Precious Blood will not be offered until further notice. 

⧾ As Catholics, we believe that Christ is fully present, Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity even 
when we only receive either the Body or Blood of Christ at Mass.  You are also not required to 
receive each time you attend Mass. You may continue with Spiritual Communion if you prefer. 

5. Use of personal hand sanitizer before communion is strongly encouraged. 
6. Ushers will dismiss pews in an orderly fashion.  
7. There will be a single communion line in the center of the main aisle. Please maintain 6 feet social 

distancing between families (the floor will be marked with tape). 
8. Masks should be worn in the communion line. After the priest offers you communion please step 

to the side, remove your mask, consume the Eucharist, and then re-mask. 
 
 
MASS DEPARTURE PROCEDURES  

1. After receiving the Eucharist, please leave the church as soon as you are able and avoid 
congregating in groups.  

2. Please make sure to take all your personal belongings with you when you leave. 
3. The bulletin is available on the parish website or outside the parish office during office hours.  
4. Private prayer will not be available after Mass to allow the church to be cleaned and disinfected in 

preparation for the next Mass. 
 
 
CHURCH CLEANING PROCEDURES 

• We will continue to implement cleanliness and disinfecting practices, including cleaning pews in 
between every Mass. 

• Disinfecting bathrooms, door handles, and other frequently touched surfaces will also take place 
between every Mass. 

 
 
 
You are reminded to follow CDC recommendations regarding your own health. If you fall into an 
“at risk” category, please stay home. 
 
 

Thank you for your patience and compliance with these guidelines. 
 
 
 

Rev. 5/20/20 


